Nineteen years ago, at Bristol University ...




... Peter Wills of Mercator Ltd gave a paper to an SGCSA
Conference titled:

Data Use And Re-Use : The movement and use of survey data
across different hardware and software platforms ...
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In his paper, Peter called for volunteers from the major
survey software suppliers to step forward and design an
independent standard for defining survey data and

metadata, for which manufacturers could provide
translation facilities in their software ...
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The first version of the Triple-S standard was
published in 1994, and looked like this ...




e+ Bench - vi basicl0.sss

555
VERSION 1.0
DATE "11:09:94"
TIME "18:06:45"
ORIGIN "MERLIN v7.6.01 ; platform DOS"
USER "Keith Hughes"
SURVEY
RECORD WV
VARTABLE 00001
NAME "IOBS"
LABEL "Serial Number"
TYPE QUANTITY
SIZE -999 TO 9999
END VARIAEBLE
VARTABLE 00002
NAME "AGE"
LABEL "age"
TYPE SINGLE
VALUES
1 "Age{NL}young"
2 "middle aged
3 IID'ldII
EMD VALUES
END VARIAELE
VARTABLE 00003
MAME "PAPERS"
LABEL "papers read"
TYPE MULTIFLE
VALUES
"Times"
"Telegraph"
"Guardian"
”Independent”
"Mail"
"Express"
IISur_lll
“Star‘ "
“Uthgr 1]
END VALUES
END VARIAELE
VARIABLE 00004
MAME "MAME"
LABEL "MName"
TYPE CHARACTER
SIZE 10
END VARIAEBLE
END RECORD
END SURVEY
END 555
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Improvements to the standard were presented to the
ASC at the 1996 International Conference, and
published in 1998.




Improvements to the standard were presented to the
ASC at the 1996 International Conference, and
published in 1998.

Meantime, a proposal to “translate” the standard into
XML (Extensible Markup Language) was explored in
depth, presented to the ASC at their Millennium
Conference in 1999, and published the following year.




f RIPLE-S\SHAP\demolooml - Internet Explorer prowvided by Dl — 1= }(I
e ey o =] crurapie-sisnar O =] | $2 | X | [ e yrrapiE s\SMAPdemoLaml | 3 I I Tnt %.f %od
< Mmave -[=- =113 seorer | | (Do sine) | ESrews - || o5 - e -
x W -

=2?xml wversion="1.0"2>
=sss5 options="standardnames"” version="1.1">
<date=15/IULS 1997 < /dat==
Ztime=18:22 = tims>=
—origin=Export 1.42 = /origin=
CSUTvey =
=title =Historic House Exit Survey = /title=
- =record ident="w">
- =wariable ident="1" type="single">
zname=0Q1</nams=s>
=labsiNumber of wvisits < //labeal=
< position start="1"/>
—walues=
=wvalue code="1"=First visit<=/valus=
=wvalue code="2"=WVisited before within the year=/value=
zwalue code="3"=Wisited before that</valuesz=-
=/wvaluss =
= wariable =
- =wariable ident="2" type="multiple” =
zname=>=0Q2</mams>=
=labzi=Attractions wvisited </Ilabel=
=<position start="2" finish="10D0"/>
=wvalues=
=walue code="1"=Sherwood Forest<=/valus=
=wvalue code="2">=Nottingham Castle <-/value=>
zwvalue code="3"=""Friar Tuck" Restaurant=/values=-
=walue code="94"="Maid Marion"™ Cafe < /value=
=wvalue code="3"=Mining museum = /value=
=walue code="9">=0ther</value=
=/ /values=
=S wvariable >
=wariable ident="3" type="character" =
znamae>=0Q3=/namsas
=labsi=0theaer attractions wvisited </labesl=
—position start="11" finish="240"/=>=
= size =30 <= /size =
=/fwvariable:=
=—wvariable ident="4" type="multiple" =
zname>R9% <= /nama>
=label=Two favourite attractions wisited < /labal=
< position start="41" finish="42"/>
=spread subfields="2"/=
= i-- 2 subfields of width 1 ——=
=l-- same answer list as Q2 --=
zwvalues=
—walue code="1"=Sherwood Forest</valu=s=
=walue code="2">=Nottingham Castle=/valus=>
—walue code="3"=""Friar Tuck" Restaurant=//values=-
=walue code="494"="Maid Marion" Cafe <= /value=-
=wvalue code="3">=Mining museum < /value =
=wvalue code="9"=0ther=/value>=
=/valuaes=
= //wariable=




A further minor revision, version 1.2, followed in July
2002, and then a major one, version 2.0, in December
2006.

We felt this warranted a much more lavish publication ...
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A further minor revision, version 1.2, followed in July
2002, and then a major one, version 2.0, in December
2006.

We felt this warranted a much more lavish publication ...

... especially as the list of registered implementers was
over 50 (it now stands at 75) ...
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In 2007, the Triple-S Group was presented with a Special
Technology Award by the Market Research Society and
the Association for Survey Technology, “in recognition
of the outstanding contribution that Triple-S has
made to the research profession since its creation in

1993




In early 2008, we began planning for an independent
Triple-S Validation program, to enable users of the
standard to determine whether their imports/exports
were syntactically correct. We were fortunate to raise
funding to make this possible from ...
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and the Validator was published online in 2010.
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<?zml wersion="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"72>
<!DOCTYPE sss PUBLIC "-//triple-s//DID Survey Interchange v1.1//EN" "http://www.triple-s.org/dtd,
<883 version="2.0">

<date>02:05:21</date>

<time>17:32:36</time>

<oTrigin>MERLIN v7.%a; platform DOS (Ext.Mem.) </origin>

<survey>

<record ident="A4">

|4
The file is a valid Triple-5 metadata file

Program developed by Tony Hughes.

Sponsored by Triple-5 and Triple-5 XML are trademarks of The Triple-5 Group. All other trademarks are
properties of their respective companies. 8 2010 The Triple-2 Group. &ll rights reserved.

| O | __
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2011 sees the publication of yet another revision of our
best-selling Green Book, especially for this conference:
price £10 only, all proceeds to the Triple-S Beer Fund.

Thank you!




(picture of the bally thing here, please)




... and this brings us right up to date, and I now return
you the Chairman to pose the question ...







